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This beautiful and deeply moving tale tells the story of the struggle of the teacher-psychologist Tori Hayden to reveal the emotions of the restless and sexual abuse of a child, who with the help of Hayden, finally was able to overcome her dark past and realize its full potential. Six-year-old Sheila abandoned her mother on the highway when
she was four years old. Having experienced horrific abuse, she never spoke, never cried, and was placed in a class for children with severe injuries after committing a brutal act of violence against another child. Everyone thought Sheila was out of salvation - except for her teacher, Tori Hayden. With patience, skill and unfailing love, she
fought long and hard to free the little haunted girl from her secret nightmare - and develop the spark of genius she recognized as the trap of Sheila's silence. It is a wonderful story of their journey together - an odyssey of hope, courage and inspiring devotion that opened the heart and mind of one lost child to a new world of discovery and
joy. © 1996-2014, Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates Our Conversation, about the differences between pedophilia and those who sexually abused children for reasons of sexual inadequacy or opportunism, is a little at odds with our surroundings. We are in the hotel's panel lounge, filled with over-edted armchairs and glossy furniture. But
Tori Hayden doesn't notice the discrepancy. Decades spent as a teacher and therapist dealing with the reality of such problems and related victims among children seem to have made such conversations unremarkable. Hayden is in London to promote his books about one such child, Sheila Renstad. First published 25 years ago, one
child originally sank without a trace as Hayden bluntly puts it. Since then, however, tastes have changed, and One Child and its sequel, Tiger's Child, have been reissued and immediately settled into bestseller lists. One Child has sold more than a quarter of a million copies since December, and subsequent looks to do the same. There's
something in the zeitgeist that makes people want to read about it, Hayden says. This is the story of six-year-old Renstad, whose early life was one of unquenchable suffering. She was abandoned by her teenage mother on the side of the road when she was four years old, and when we first met her, lived in extreme poverty with her
violent, alcoholic father. She joins Hayden's class for children with severe emotional and behavioral problems ostensibly because she suffers from optional mutism (i.e. she can speak but doesn't speak), a psychological disorder that is Hayden's specialty. But she's also there because, in a terrible reaction to her horrific situation, she tied
the baby to a tree and set it on fire. Authorities need her holding a pen while they work out the punishment for this unprecedented crime one so young. For five months, Hayden makes Sheila talk again, her atavistic demeanor and, at last, surprisingly, discovers that The impossibly devoid of a child has a genius level of intelligence. I
remember it so well, Hayden says. Her knowledge of the word chuttel still sticks in my head because I didn't really know what that meant - and I knew I wasn't stupid! Sheila thrives in Hayden's class and the book ends with Sheila - helped by her assessment of intelligence but also by the forgiveness of the toddler's parents - going to a new
school in the fall rather than a life incarceration at a public hospital that looked like her future. Summarizes, one child seems just another addition to the David Peltzer Museum triumph over adversity, another delicious slice to feed our voyeuristic appetites for other people's pain. And Hayden acknowledges that danger. But lump her books
with other personal memoirs that now dominate bestseller lists to make her biographies unfair. Being written in terms of a compassionate but unsentimental teacher, not a victim, and motivated (says Hayden) a love of writing, rather than any purifying necessity, provides sense, missing out on so much of the genre that the writer is
controlled by the material, not the other way around. There is a pause, especially in the second book, which deals with Sheila's current problems as a teenager, for analysis and reflection that matches Hayden's training rather than letting him dissolve into howls of suffering. However, as Hayden admits, at least Pelzer et al only make
money out of their own suffering. How does she defend herself against accusations that she is exploiting Sheila? In the era of reality TV and Heat magazine, it's very easy to use and even to get people to agree to exploitation, she says. It becomes entertainment on some level. I went at it with an attitude that I wanted to write about my
experience, so I changed the chronology sometimes and composed some characters because there is a limit to how ethical you can be by staying strictly reporting what happened. It seeks people's consent and allows the main characters to read manuscripts before publication. Hayden seems naturally optimistic and optimistic. Hasn't she
ever despaired of the problems she faces? How does she cope with stress, coping with all the seemingly intractable ailments she faces? Being a process, not a goal-oriented person, she says. She gets her fulfillment in doing something. Then it's not a matter of patience, because you're always in the moment; there is nothing to be patient
about. One such time was figuring out how we do in Baby Tiger that little changed right away for Sheila after she left class and that her intellect was being used to manage the fast food franchise. But, says Hayden, I realize that I have an idealized child and my real child, and I don't have impose what's in my head It's a lesson I had to learn
with my own daughter too. We (parents) are not there to make them into what we want, but guide them into becoming the best person they can be, and it surprises me how often I catch myself on that one with my daughter. I'm trying to make it into what I want, and to some extent I've had to back off doing the same thing with Sheila. Once
we talk about parenting methods, it's just a short step toward talking about programs like The House of Tiny Tearaways, where parents, despite all the problems they have with their children, are far from dismissive or abusive. Hayden blames the idea of a generation of flowers that children who are not abducted by adults and society
bloom beautiful, kind, creative creatures when, of course, we found that they grow into self-absorbed little honeycombs. At the same time, no one passed on any hard-received parental knowledge, and so the chain of skills that once held the ankles in order was broken. Plus there's all this psychobabble about you're going to hurt your child
if you say no or don't stand up to him 12 times a night. This, combined with the normal parental feelings of my God, I never want this poor little thing to cry and not the older generation to tell you that it is normal if they do, makes impossible. I have just come from Japan, where this kind of over-education is a big problem because they now
have such small families that it is easy to overwork the needs of the child . However, as Sheila will no doubt be one of the first to say, it is better to become a society besetting sin than an alternative. Hayden agrees, but still advocates the recognition that the chain needs to be rebuilt. We need to wake up with what we're going to have to
educate people - put it within the curriculum or provide parenting classes outside of school. Because the kids are not happy, no one is happy about it. One child is the true story of a six-year-old girl named Shelia, with serious psychological problems. She was placed in a special ED Tory Hayden class after she tied a four-year-old boy to a
tree and badly burned him. During the first six years of Sheria's life, she was abandoned by her mother, abused by her father and raped by her uncle. She also had to face a court that could get her placed in a permanent psychiatric hospital. Despite the fact that she had many problems, Sheria was a very bright student with very high
levels of intelligence for her age. She also formed close ties with the Tories throughout the time that she was in her class. There were other children in Tori's class at the same time as Sheria, and they all played a big role in her development. There was also a junior volunteer student who helped in the classroom, as well as a teacher's
assistant, Anton. Peter-Violent, an eight-year-old boy with a condition that caused him to have a violent seizure. Tyler is an eight-year-old girl who twice tried to commit suicide before being placed in Class. Max is an autistic six-year-old who is severely obese, a seven-year-old diagnosed with autism, and retardation. Sarah is a seven-year-
old girl who has been sexually and physically abused in the past. She was selectively mute. Suzanne Joy - a six-year-old beautiful girl, diagnosed with childhood schizophrenia. William is a nine-year-old boy who has erratic and unfounded fears that often perform rituals to keep himself safe. Guillermo-American of Mexican descent, a nine-
year-old blind boy with a history of violent behavior. Throughout this book, the class is not just a group of troubled children all placed in one class because no one can handle them, the class turns into a family. They grow up together and learn together. Shelia grew up a bunch while she spent with Tori, more than any of the other students,
especially emotionally. She began to trust and love, and although she wasn't always so good, she still felt it and showed it the way she could. Lauren Y. Y.
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